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SPECIAL COLUMNS AND SECTIONS 

Special features correspond to a general theme of 
each issue and are tied to our bonus distribution 
at the related trade shows. For information about 
the scheduled themes, see the editorial calendar. 
There are usually four or five special features in 
each issue, and vary in length. Preferably, they 
should be 1,400-1,600 words. Please include 3 

or 4 high-resolution photos with your submission. 
Refer to submission standards for direction on 
how to submit material. It is important to plan 
these features well in advance to keep each 
issue on schedule. If you would like to write a 
feature for one of our special focus sections, 
please contact us at mail@us.tech.com.

• Electronic Manufacturing Services (EMS) 
This is a feature length article that contains 
1,000-1,200 words. This article is an 
opportunity for contract manufacturers to 
display the capabilities of their company. The 
article should be focused on what makes 
a particular operation stand out, and why 
it is successful. Avoid text references to 
figure numbers, drawings, or charts as these 
illustrations may not be easily or recognizably 
reproduced. Please include 3 or 4 high-quality 
photos with submission. Refer to submission 
standards for direction on how to submit 
material.

• Production This column contains 850 words 
maximum. This column relates to specific 
methods of manufacturing products on the 
shop floor. It provides the opportunity for 
engineers and industry veterans to exhibit 
how a particular product is designed and 
carried through to manufacturing.
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OTHER COLUMNS AND SECTIONS

• Partnering This is a guest column of 900-1000 
words and contains information about the non-
electronic aspect of manufacturing electronic 
equipment. Some example topics include: 
metal, plastic, and composite parts, as well as 
cases, hinges, pins, fittings, screws, knobs, 
and chassis. This is a section to showcase 
the hardware necessary to put together an 
electronic system as well as carrying it through 
to completion.

• Management This is a column of 900-
1000 words that covers the management 
techniques of electronics manufacturing. This 
contains broad subject matter that varies 
widely from warehousing and materials 
handling to improving employee productivity 
and morale.

• Tech Watch This monthly feature of 900-
1000 words, occasionally staff written that 

frequently uses bylined articles supplied by 
readers. This article contains some hands-on 
information about the PC. Articles also include 
case studies of special computer hardware 
or software that have solved manufacturing 
problems. 

• Supply Chain This is a broad ranging 
column of 900-1000 words that contains 
information relating to the supply chain and 
its management. Topics covered may include: 
economic decisions, forecasting, planning and 
order management (ERP), as well as program 
management and process engineering. They 
may also include material specific topics such 
as: material management (MRP systems), 
procurement, logistics and shipping, and 
supplier quality. Finally, this section may 
include topics relating to environmental 
considerations, “green” options, and other 
aspects of corporate responsibility. 

• Text Submitted articles should be written 
in conventional English that can be easily 
understood by those who may not share 
an engineering background. Clarity and 
readability are especially important. Include 
within the text the name of the person who will 
appear as the author and the appropriate title 
and affiliation with the company. Also include 
the full name, address, phone, fax number, 
e-mail, and web address of the company. 
Text may be submitted as a .docx, .txt, or as 
a .pages filetype.

• Photographs Provide quality, interesting 
photos that are related to the subject matter 
in a given article, but are not referenced in it. 
For example, production line and inspection 
station photos with engaged workers are 
useful. These pictures may also be used 
on the opening spread of the section, page 
one, or on our website. Photos should be 
sent digitally. Digital photos must be high- 
resolution, at least 300 x 300 dpi and 4 x 
5 in. in size. Send photos in JPG format in 
separate files. Do not submit photos as a pdf 
file or embedded in another document.

SUBMISSION STANDARDS 

• Submit all material to mail@us-tech.com 
For material that exceeds the capacity 
of e-mail, we accept files through  
file-sharing services such as Google Drive 
and DropBox.


